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DOCTORAL DISSERTATION ABSTRACT 

Scientific discipline: Archaeology .................................................................................................... . 

Title of the doctora I dissertation: The role and significance of the Lednica settlement complex as a 
central place from the 9th to the 11th century, in the light of archaeological finds. 

Doctora! dissertation abstract: This work aims to determine the role and significance of the Lednica 
settlement complex as a central location in the 10th and 11th centuries. The research is based on 
movable archaeological materiał obtained during many years of excavations on Ostrów Lednicki and 

in its vici nity. 

The study uses a comparative method, com pa ring finds from Lednica with similar artefacts from 

other early medieval centres in Europe. The categories of artefacts with the greatest informational 
potentia I were selected for the study: devotional objects, selected jewellery, military items, 
equestrian equipment, items related to trade (weights, weighing scales) and products made from 
foreign materia Is (e.g. slate spindle whorls, preciqus stone beads). 

_In the synthetic part, which integrates archaeological data with theoretical models, such as Walter 

Christaller's theory of central pia ces, and conclusions from historical anthropology, four key functions 
that were tó determine the importance of the centre were identified and evaluated: administrative, 
productive, commercial and cultic. 

The results of the research clearly indicate that Ostrów Lednicki was a multifunctional centre of 

strategie importance in the 10th and 11th centuries. lts administrative function is confirmed by 
monumental investments, such as multi-phase defensive fortifications, a palatium with a cha pel, and 

the longest early medieval bridges in Europe, whose construction required efficient organisation and 
elite resources. This is also evidenced by the presence of prestigious artefacts, including weapons 
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